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Upon his Procceding in ) t, 
upon that Memorable Day, * Turspav 
FEBRUARY 17, 8 
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They who affect to head an oppoſition, or to make any 


conſiderable figure in it, muſt be equal at leaſt to thoſe 
| whom they oppoſe ; I do not ſay in parts only, but in ap- 


plication and induſtry, and the fruits of both, informa» 


tion, knowledge, and a certain conſtant preparedneſs for all 
the events that may ariſe. Every adminiſtration is a ſyſtem 
of conduct: Oppoſition therefore, ſhould be a ſyſtem of con- 


duct likewiſe ; an oppoſite, but not a dependant ſyſtem. 
BoLINGB, on the Spirit of Patriotiſm, 
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I F I had ever had the honor of any per- 


1 ſonal acquaintance, or had been in the 
moſt diſtant degree thrown into any con- 


nected ſituation with you, a delicacy upon 
what might be the aſſigned latent motive 
for, would probably have prevented this ad- 


dreſs. For there is not, in my ſenſe of 
things, any thing ſo truly deſpicable, ſo 
thoroughly unworthy of all character, » 
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the maſking private diſlike of the man, in- 


dulging ill-temper towards the individual 
under an attack vpon him, in his publie 
ſituation and conduct. In all arraignments 
of this nature, the common repeated maxim 
Meaſures not Men, ſhould implicitly be ad- 
hered to, ſhould have paid to it the moſt 
ſcrupulous regard. The ground upon 


which I direct this Letter to you 1s, in no 


point of view, mean, narrow, or confined. 
No, Sir, I am urged to it upon the 
broad extenſive principles of public good 
by honeſt antient- patriotic feelings. 


confeſſedly it is the duty of every mem- 
ber of the community, whether in or out 


of parhament, to keep a watchful eye. over 


the conduct and principles of thoſe into 


whoſe hands are intruſted the reins and 
powers of government, and narrowly to 


look into, and judge of their eompetency 
to direct and hold them. But ſtill more 
neceſſary does it ſeem to me to be parti- 
cularly from the manners and complexion 
of the preſent times to regard, with jea- 


| lous attention, thoſe who, under the faſei- 
nating appellation of friends to the conſti- 
tution and true intereſts of the ſtate, an- 
nounce themſelves the faithful diſintereſted 
guardians of the people. For againſt the 


general open attacks and depredations of 


ds * robber and "TROWEE, ſmall pre- 


* caution 


1 


n 
taution may defend and ſecure us; but 
againſt the ſubtil machinations of a baſe 


| betraying friend, or the weak inadequate 
abilities of thoſe who have forced them-_ 
ſelves into that fituation of our confidence, 


to enable them to act deſtructively to our 


affairs, it is ſcarce in human-wiſdom to 


provide. It is true, morally, the former 


deſcription differs much, has indeed almoft 


bite, diſtinction from the latter; for while 
we ſtart with abhorrence at the infamous 
revolt of thoſe in whom we confide, we 


regard, with the look of ſilent compaſſion 
and pity, thoſe who have rendered us the 
deepeſt miſchiefs, from mere defect of abi- 


lity, or failure of power of mind. But, 
alas! though the principles of theſe are 
wide upon their firſt outſet, their events 
approach but too near at the laſt, produce 
but too ſimilar effects. — And what eſſen- 
tially matters it to me, when the miſchief 


1s paſt every recall, whether it has proceed- 
ed from the infamy or inability of the man 
to whom, from the courſe of circumſtan- 


ces, unfortunately I have given my confi- 
dence. Deeply feeling this reflection, to- 


_ gether with obſerving you aſſume, and have 
been unhappily permitted to take the lead 
1n oppoſition at this moſt intereſting, and, 


I fear, fatal period to this country have 
made me fingle you out as the object of 
this addreſs, rather than make it to oppo- 
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ſition collectiyely. For ſhould which 


heaven avert the great coloniſtical part of 


this empire now for ever rend itſelf from 
all future connection with this, to 7his aſ- 
Jumed and permitted ſituation, to your tho- 
rough 1 incapacity for 1t, muſt the wretched 
Nate in which this unhappy country will 
be left, greatly be aſcribed. To make 
good my aſſertion, it is not neceſſary to go 
into any wide range or review of your 
general conduct and principles—I ſhall 
confine myſelf ſolely to your laſt, in point 
of oratorical talents, or political abilities, 
miſerable ſpeech in reply to the miniſter, 
when he publicly made the full and memo- 


rable recantation of his political errors, in 


the unhallowed chapel of St. Stephen, 
This will, I fear, oblige me to introduce 
to your ear a language of very different 
tone and ſtyle from that flattering one up- 


on your abilities, which it has been fo 


much accuſtomed to receive: and when I 
throw my eye upon that ngle point of 


view, in which alone you could be advan- 
tageouſly placed, or in any degree obtain 
upon the public opinion, I confeſs, pri- 


vately, 1t grieves me to obſerve, as you 
are removed out of the magnifying de- 


ceiving light in which you have been hi- 
therto regarded, the diminitive fize ta 


which your figure 18 neceſſarily reduced. 
For belieye me, in your private capacity, 


J bear 


E 
T bear you no ill-will, and from my habits 
and wonted feelings in the common walks 
of life, it would be more my wiſh to caſt a 
I veil over the unhappy weakneſſes of an un- 
* fortunate individual, than by unkindly 
lifting it up, expoſe an imprudent faulty 
fp character to general diſapprobation. It is 
3 your inſiaſiciency to fill that public one which 
7 you have of late arrogated to yourſelf, that 
I hear quarrel with, and do thus openly 
arraign, having proved yourſelf inadequate 
to it in that degree of ability, in that line 
of true qualification, which the conſe- 
quence, the importance of it, made indiſ- 
penſably requiſite you ſhould poſſeſs. Stript 
as you are of every importance the ſtake 
of Property could give—borne down by, 
rather than deriving conſequence from, the 
juſt weight and never-failing influence of 
character, it has been the mere credit given 
you of poſſeſſing uncommon ſuperior parts 
nothing but the received idea of your be- 
ing an heaven-born orator, could poſſibly 
have kept you floating in the current of 


O 
popular repute; and how deſerving you 
F really are of this credit and appellation, is 
= what I purpole to examine. 


Of all the occaſions ever offered to man, 
from the days of Demoftbenes down to thoſe 
of Mr. Pitt, it is ſcarcely poſſible to ſingle 
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Out one equally advantageous for the tho- 


rough great diſplay of the irreſiſtible pow- 


ers of ſpeech, of ſuperior commanding elo- 5 


quence, than that ſo recently preſented by 


the miniſter of this country in the national - 
aſſembly of it. A miniſter, who for a 

courſe of years had been uniformly, and, 
I may fay ſpeaking te you, groſsly attack 
ed by yourſelf and the oppoſing party to 


his meaſures, for having plunged his coun- 


into the moſt unnatural and deſtruc- 


tive war, that ever diſgraced the annals of 


a people :—a war doubly alarming as en- 


tered into,—to ſpeak your own language,— 


in mere ſupport of principles wholly ſub- 
verſive of thoſe upon which the conſtitution 


had been fixed; and for a conduct through 
the whole of this war ſhamefully impoli- 


tic, ignorant, preſumptuous, inadequate, 
and weak void entirely of all ſyſtem, con- 
ſiſtency, or plan, directed ſolely from inci- 


dent to incident. This miniſter, driven at 


length by a train of moſt diſgraceful cala- 


mitous events, the obv:ovs reſult, the pre- 


dicted conſequences of a war thus blindly 


given into, fo obſtinately and madly per- 
fiſted in; clogged, in its very commence- 
ment, with every poſſible forbidden cir- 
cumſtance; immenſe diſtance from the ſeat 
of it; divided opinions at home upon the 
principles and juſtneſs of it; general com- 
mercial remonſtrance againſt it, and parti- 


cular 


ralled, humiliating of all ſituations - to 


Ty] 
cular national ſituation, yet ſtill infatuatedly 
entered into, as frequently confeſſed by him- 
ſelf, and events inconteſtably prove; with- 


out a ſingle ray of true knowledge of the 


real diſpoſitions and ſtate of the people 
yonder : in abſolute ignorance of their in- 
ternal ſtrength, ſpirit, and reſource; ac- 
quainted in no degree with even the nature 


of the country itſelf, clearly evinced by the 


veryoutſet of the war, from the total want of 


judgment in the untenable poſts choſen, and 


the only important neceſſary ones being, 
ſcarce without one in exception, totally ne- 
glected or abandoned. Such a miniſter, with 
theſe multiplied offences on his back, having 


exhauſted the country of its men, drained it 


of its money, impoveriſhed it in revenue, 


and diſmembered it of its moſt valuable 


commercial, coloniſtical acquiſitions; and 


who has finally brought it, thus enfeebled 


by either his weak or his wicked miſma- 
nagement of its great military ſtrength and 


finance, to the eve of war with its natural 


enemy, now in faſt league with thoſe very 
fellow- ſubjects whom he himſelf has dri- 
ven to revolt, has coerced to the dire neceſ- 
ſity, upon the common principle of ſelf- 


preſervation, to confederate enſively againſt 
the parent ſtate. This very miniſter h:mfelf 


coerced at laſt, by the enormous weight of 
theſe complicated evils, to the moſt unpa- 
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5. 
the neceſſity of going down to the Houſe 
of P———t, there to ſtand up in the face 


of the aſſembled nation, and become, as it 


were, his own public accuſer, virtually re- 


tracting every one principle upon which 
he had hitherto proceeded ; and thus, by 
inference, declaring to the world, giving 
his full and open teſtimony to poſterity, 
of the intire juſtneſs, of the true patriotic 
ground upon which that ſteady and con- 


ſtant oppoſition to his whole adminiſtra- 


tion, for the ſeveral years back, had really 
been founded :- 
vindictive, arbitrary, and in this country, 
inadmiſſible language of unconditional ſub- 


Coerced, from the proud, 


miſion, to the poor and abject ſtate to ſue 
for peace from the very people who, by the 


malign influence of his adminiſtration, 
have undergone, and are at this inſtant 


groaning under, every miſery and calamity 


that almoſt ever viſited humanity :— 
Coerced to ſue for peace moſt humbly, from 
thoſe to whom he did himſelf deny all hear- 


ing, though called upon in the ſoft diſ- 


arming terms, obedience, love, and duty, 


imploring to ſtay unnatural war, and re- 


unite in amity and peace, acknowledging 


dependance:——Coerced, to make an une- 
quivocal acknowledgment of errors too 
groſs for precedent or palliation, too fa- 


_ tally irretrievable to admit ſcarce of reme- 


dy or relief :S—In fine, coerced to a full 


and 


- HOY 
Be ds 


1 


and ample confeſſion of the moſt egre: ious 


want of policy, of the profoundeſt igno- 
rance, and of a courſe of the moſt unheard 
of, abominable mal-adminiſtration hiſtory 
can produce example of ; though en- 


deavoured to be ſoftened under terms, — 


which, in the miniſterial capacity increaſed 


the criminality, —rendered the guilt till 
more enormous.—Conflant miſinformation— 
and from his confeſſed intire inability to make 


himſelf be underſtood here, or his inten- 
tions be comprehended there,—a perpetual 


ſeries of diſappointment in effects. Good 


Heavens! what materials were there here, 
for one of the moſt maſterly Ph:lippicks 
that ever touched or acted upon the heads 
and hearts of men. And the ground 
throughout, ſo ſtrong and obvious it ſeems. 


to have needed but ſmall ability or art to 


ſeize it. Real patriotic feelings could not 
offibly have miſſed it, could not poſſibly 
RK reſiſted taking it. Your private line 


of intereſted purſuit one cannot but think, 


of courſe, would dictate it :—And your per- 
ſonal animoſity to the man could leave no 


room to doubt, how much you wiſhed him 
down. And yet you let this great occa- 
fion ſlip! to what can we aſcribe this ?— 


How poſſibly account for the ſtrange con- 


gratulating ſtrain, for acquieſcing language 
and promiſed ſupport in the very moment 


of all others that called for your moſt 


C pow- 


( wo 1] 


powerful invigorated exertions, that de- 4 
manded the moſt animated, violent, re- Z 
doubled efforts of oppoſition, Let me ar. 


gue this with you ſimply, upon thoſe mo- 
tives with which you are beſt acquainted, 
and have apparently the moſt at heart. I 
mean thoſe of private adventure. For 1 
theſe three or four years paſt, what has 1 
been the intire ſpring and ſpirit of your © 
whole parliamentary conduct—to over- 3 
throw the miniſter who had diſmiſſed you 1 
from your office, ſtill keeps you out of 2 
place, and 1s the bar to all your intereſted | 
views. Hitherto he had proved 1mmove- 
able, and fo beſet with numbers, that upon 
every attempt you made, he ſtill was found 
beyond your power to ſhake. At length, 
however, — no matter by what ſtreſs of cir- 
cumſtance—he himſelf gives way, and owns 
he can no longer keep the ground on which 
he ſtands. Was he not here reduced to the 
very point at which your oppofition had 
been aimed, your labours had been directed g 
to effect? and if ſuffered to recover now. 
and once again get fixed, did it not palpa- 
bly puſh at greater diſtance ſtill, all your 
anxious private hopes? And yet you ſuffered 
this for you purſued it not, and inſtead 
of ſeizing this I repeat - greateſt opportu- 
nity that ever preſented itſelf for a noble 
exertion of the commanding and irreſiſt- 
able powers of eloquence; and which every 
—— motive 
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86 | 
motive whatever, both of public and pri- 
vate policy, ſtrongly called upon you to 
lay hold of as the only, yet indeed almoſt 
certain opening of now giving ſucceſs to 
all your paſt endeavours ; ſay, you per- 


mitted it, with reſpect to conſequence, 
to go unnoticed by ; nay, in the very mo- 
ment of his threatened fall, aided yourſelf 


this very miniſter whoſe removal had been 
the ſingle object of your political life, to 
change his rotten ground, confeſſedly no lon- 
ger able to ſupport him, and leap acroſs to 
ſtand more firm on your's. The maddeſt 
hopes that wild imagination ever formed, 
could not have reached to this. To ſpeak 
in language familiar to you, it was a miniſ- 
terial jockeying of oppoſition beyond all power 
of belief. Future times will never credit it, 
or elſe muſt look on ours in the moſt poor, 
degenerate, feeble point of view. Since then 


it ſtands clear to proof, that your public 
conſequence and ſituation, your views of 
private intereſt, and your perſonal diſlike to 


the miniſter muſt have all led you forcibly, 
to avail yourſelf of every poſſible advantage 
by which you could have a hope to puſh 
him from his ſtation ;—Your letting go 


bye ſo palpable an opening as this to do 
it, can reaſonably be imputed only, to the 


want of neceſſary quick political diſcern- 


ment, to your incapacity, your unſitneſs for 
that char acter and part whach your puny 


C2 ill ſup- 


EI; 


11]-ſupported ambition led you vainly to 
aſſume :—Unleſs it is to be aſcribed to à ſe- 


cret belief and hope that from the timing 
of the meaſure, and the futility and weak 


neſs which it carried with it, that it could 


have no other end but more ſpeedily to ef- | 
fect and put beyond all poſſible redreſs, 
the abſolute diſunion of the two parts of 


the Britiſh empire. But far be it from me, 
Sir, the entertaining a thought of any 


thing one half ſo monſtrous in 5 cha- 


racter or compoſition. 


. As 1 have ſaid that this vertktile.- vari- 
able, ſhifting, conduct of the miniſter gave 
an opening which might have been im- 


proved to almoſt a certainty of diſplacing 
him—urfixed, and moveable as he was now 
become, it may perhaps be thought but 
fair, yea ſomewhat incumbent upon me, 


reprobating fo totally as I do the line you | 
took, to mark out one that could have 


produced a more happy or a better politi- 
cal effect. I ſhall therefore ſay a few 
words upon wig occurred to me as the 
obvious, and only right ground to have been 
taken by pe 
of courſe to have been taken by you, 20 


a4 fected the lead 9 A that oppofition. But as 
a 


the opportunity has been let quite to go 


by, beyond every recovery of it here, — for 
i any change ſhould be brought _ at 
| one 


4 B23 


10n. at this jquncture, and 


+ +94 3] 


| ſome future period, America or the events 
of our war with her, alone muſt force it. 
I fay, therefore, as it can tend but to little 


good purpoſe now, dwelling much upon 
this point ſhall but give the mere out- 
lines, and even go ſlightly over theſe. 


When the miniſter had gone through the 
whole of his recantation, or if you like 


better to have it ſo expreſſed, had finiſned 


his own public condemnation of every 


principle he had adopted, of every pro- 


ceeding he had given into, ſince he inade- 
quately undertook the adminiſtration of 


the affairs of this great empire; there 


might have been, and that to good and 
to conſiderable effect, theſe queſtions put to 


him, previous to any conſideration what- 


ever of what he had propoſed.— Firſt, 


„ Whether the propoſitions: for peace 


that he now held out, were grounded upon 
any information received directly or indi- 


rectly from the Congreſs, its Generals, or 
American agents in Europe, in which there 
was conveyed any aſſurance or hope, 


whereon might be founded a reaſouable 
belief on our part, that propoſitio::13 for 

peace or terms of accommodation ile d 
by government here, would be ace d, 


or liſtened to by the people on the other fide 
of the Atlantic,” Getting a reſponſe to this, 
Cnr +; : the 


[14] 
the laſt might have been in ſubſtance chat you 
aſked—but I think it would have admitted a 
more cloſe and pointed manner of word- 


ing, than that in which you choſe to put 


it. I mean, when at the cloſe of your re- 
_ ply, you ſpoke to the treaty, already con- 


_ cluded by the Court of France with Ame- 


rica, Without much divination, one may 


pronounce the nature at leaſt of the an- 
ſwers that would have been given to theſe 


queſtions— and you would have began your 
 Tpeech, theſe being received previous to it, 
with far greater weight, dignity, and au- 
thority. Inſtead of the ſtrain of glaarneſs, 
you ſhould have ſet outwith the deepeſt tone 


of lamentation, ſorrow, and affliction— 
have commenced with a mournful fad con- 


dolence on your country's ſunk, depreſſed, 


and almoſt hopeleſs ſtate. The ſubje&t of 


American diſpute, ſhould have been treated 


by you as one no longer now the object of 


preſent counſels or diſcuſſion, as one paſt 
all debate; and with what eloquence and 
powers you had, you ſhould have haran- 
gued the Houſe in parts—ColleFively ; and 


have worked upon the different quarters of 
it, according to their ſeveral characters, 


views and paſſions. . That truſty, and hi- 


therto unſhakeable phalanx, which had 


triumphantly carried the miniſter through 


every meaſure, ſhould have been diſtin- 
| N by you into claſſes, and each aſ- 
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ſailed as the nature of that diſtinction 


would itſelf have pointed out, for nothing 
ſhould have been left undone or unattempted 
to have worked, or forced impreſſion on it. 
The landed, weighty, independant part, by 
plain appeal to ſenſe and underſtanding. 
Was the abhorred author of this unnatural 


and hateful war, wl within the hour had 
before them all, acknowledged that it was 


founded upon mere vindictive principle, 


having juſt openly diſclaimed the ever en- 
tertaining of the moſt diſtant idea that any 


conſiderable revenue could poſſibly be drawn 


fromthe Continent of America, Conſequent- 


ly the war could have no national object; - and 


der till that very moment the contrary had 


been his favourite deluſiye declaration, and 


the very lure by which fallaciouſly, he had 
attached them all to his ſupport? were 
the abhorred authors of the war, the men 


whom America herſelf had execrated as the 
accurſed incendiaries, the immediate damned 
cauſe of all their ills, calamities and woe, 
promiſing negotiators for amity and peace? 
Here Gates's letter, which though not of 
the fulleſt weight or firſt authority to all 


the points it touched upon, might have 
been made to have * with force, as 


conveying the rooted ſentiments of all that 
continent, reſpecting hee who governed 
us at home; and from hence in fine, you 


might have drawn this fair concluſion, — 


reaſon- 
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reaſoning juſtly from the known effects of 
human paſſions preſſed upon to actions, — 


that though from the great expanſe above, 
a peace ſhould drop in Britain, and it were 
to be handed acroſs the Atlantic by the 


preſent ſet of miniſters---America irritated, 


and maddened as ſhe now is by a deep rank- 
ling ſenſe of a long train of grievous and 


moſt oppreſſive wrongs, would reject, pre- 


ſented thus, the very peace of Heaven itſelf : 
and here changing the wonted received idea 
of that maxim, meaſures not men; you 


ſhould have avowed your oppoſition upon 


this ground, proceeding from a full convic- | 


tion, that the men were now the real only bar 


to every ray of hope of reconciliation with 
that country; and whoſe weak, obnoxious, 
| hated characters would, if further truſted, 


irremediably ruin zhrs. 


The propoſed plan of nominating Com- 
miſſioners might have been more dwelt 


upon, from the groſs, ſhameful, Jobi 
miſmanagement already ſhewn in that very 
mode; and beſides the ſtrong argument to 


be drawn from the miniſter's own achnow- 


ledgment ; that he had himſelf weakly, and 
ignorantly conceived that he had furniſhed 
the former ones with ample and ſufficient 


powers, when in reality the people yonder 


---who ſhewed themſelves diſpoſed to treat 


found on meeting them, they were poſſeſſed 
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Ba 
of none, and therefore did diſmiſs all further 
thoughts of accommodation, perceiving 
that their wiſhes for, and advances to it 


drew but merely inſult on themſelves ; 


for the hopes thrown out by us, were nu- 


gatory, delufive, and e . Beſides the 


obvious cogent reaſons againſt further 
truſting him in a buſineſs, who upon trial 
proves and confeſſes mability or deceit in it; 


other forcible ones might have been drawn 
againſt the appointment of Commiſſioners 


by the preſent miniſter, from the moſt un- 


_ exemplary, ſhameful, bad choice of charac- 


ters and men, hitherto ſingled out for, and 
placed by him at the head of almoſt every 
department of the war :---And this evinced 
beyond all power to diſpute in the many 
cloſe following, yet unſucceſsful changes. 
Firſt in the directing office-line, at home--- 
then in the executive profeſſions yonder, 
navy and army, — there have been no leſs than 


three removes in each, — ſtill are we, more 


unproſperous than ever.—-Commiſſioners 
even now in actual pay upon the ſpot, but 


perſonably or officially are not competent to 
treat —An Ambaſſador, at the ſuſpected 


faithleſs court of your natural enemy, over 
whoſe intrigues the critical alarming ſitua- 
tion of our affairs requires a double watch 
and guard, which ſo far from poſſeſſing ability 
to counteract, he has not activity of character 
ſufficient to be able even to inform the miniſter 
bes” bak here, 
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here, of what has reached the ear of every 


inſignificant individual of this country,— 
though it be upon a matter of the deepeſt 
concern, not merely to our intereſt and 
welfare--but which ſtrikes at our very be- 
ing, and longer exiſtence as a people. Was 
it in human nature to conceive, —in com- 
mon life could it be ſuppoſed, that a man 

5 deluſively puſn- 
ed to the verge of ruin, - and from implicit 
confidence repoſed in a weak, incapable, if 


thus fatally deceived, t 


not an ill-deſigning wicked agent---who 


had involved him in general diſpute and 
law-ſuits, upon confeſſædly frivolous, bad, 
il-founded, and deceitful motives, with a. 


numerous body of his tenants,---that com- 
bined, refuſed all rent, and after ſucceſsful 


trials in the courts, at length denied the 
former rights and cuſtoms of the eſtate.— 
Could it be imagined that any man in pri- 
vate life, ſo treated, ſo abuſed, would be 
perſwaded /7// blindly to continue his agent 
in his affairs, upon promiſe be 02] try to 
top the progreſs of the ruin his ignorant 


execrable directions have brought upon his 


employer;---that he will go a peace-maker 
among the tenants be had bimſelf exaſpe- 
rated, and by abſolute ſurrender of the moſt 
valuable und:ſputed privileges of the eſtate-- 


perhaps too an aſſurance of diſcharge of all 


thoſe debts incurred in carrying on the con- 
teſt with him, and a future leaſing of their 
_ 1 8 farms 
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farms after their own form and terms— He 


has hopes to reſtore him once again, to 


former quietude and eaſe, and give him lei- 


ſure to deviſe the ways and means of free- 
ing his eſtate from that ruinous mortgage, 


which the great ſupport he gave upon his 


agents repreſented informations, which a 


blind reliance upon his pretended knowledge 


had led him to incumber and to load it with. 


Muſt he not be ſomething more than mad 
more than mad who here would liſten.— 
much leſs have faith, or foſter hope on this ? 


Laſt of all, ſtrong doubts might have 
been fairly deduced of any thing more be- 
ing meant by the propoſals for peace now 
held out—than to continue here the ſame 


fallacious, deluſive, treacherous ſyſtem and 


deſigns. For if miniſters intentions were 


truly hearty upon the occaſion, there was 
an obvious mode preſented to them, by 


means of the American agents in Europe, 


and through whom matters at that very 
moment might have been in ſome fort of 
train—have had ſome degree of arrange- 


ment---might have come before the Houſe 


in a more hopeful form, and with ſome ap- 
pearance at leaſt of foundation, and by 


which a certainty might have been got at, 
how far reconciliation was really now a 


practicable meaſure. Has any thing of the 


kind appeared? Has any thing of the kind 
been-attempted to be ſaid ?---and were mi- 
- 5 on niſters 
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niſters intentions truly ſincere for peace, was 
not this the natural ſtep to have been taken, 
previous to the mention even of Commiſſio- 
ners, paſſing conciliatory bills, &c. &c.— and 
would they not- were they men poſſeſſing 
any latent ſpark of honeſty or policy — have 
adopted his mode upon the plain principles 
of ſtate—reputation, wiſe-proceeding, na- 
tional dignity, and e economy. 
The channel for this communication might 
have been marked as opened by the Ame- 
rican agents themſelves, in the correſpon- 
dence concerning priſoners ;—and the non- 
ſenfical fooliſh punctilio of objecting to 
their character, was virtually done away by 
the ſpeech of the miniſter himſelf, who an- 
nounced his wiſhes of impowering to treat 
even with individuals. The want of wil- 
dom in not following this method might 
have been farther inſiſted upon, and proved 
from the whole tenor of the miniſter's 
ſpeech, which muſt be conſidered now, as 
the grounds and principles of 1t are adopted 
by the legiſlature ; not as the humiliation 
of the miniſter, but the inability, the ſub- 
jection, the deſpondency of the country itſelf. 
The wretched policy ſhewn to the laſt, in 
this very ſpeech, opened to you another 
wide field and without much exertion of 
parts you might here have held up to view, 
the ſingular caſt of character of the preſent 
adminiſtration; who in their war denuncia- 
tions 
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tions acted with a languor and ſupineneſs 
that would have well become the times of 
peace—and when they ſhift about and beg 
for peace, they do it in a mode and lan- 
guage, which would encourage war. 


Turning: now to the other ſide of the 


phalanx, your powers might have ſhewn 
themſelves in an eloquent play upon the 
_ paſſions---ſpeaking to the fears of ſome,.— 


to the private intereſted feels of others,— 
and at periods awakened the different ap- 
prehenſions of all. 5 I 


| Thoſe, who with yourſelf had been in 


conſtant oppoſition to the meaſures now 


given up—now publickly from the mouth 
of miniſtry itſelf declared not hazardous and 
precarious only—but as ruinous to the ſtate 
throughout, longer to purſue, might have 
received a warm and animating applauſe. 


Congratulation would have here come well 
for ſteady perſeverance to that patriotic line 


of public good, which at length had forced 
an approbation ample, unequivocating, and 
until that hour unknown, anheard of — 
without all precedent—the public teſtimony 
of miniſters themſelves; who now upon con- 


viction came recanting and repentant—pro- 
feſſing to adopt thoſe true, thoſe juſt, thoſe 


only practicable principles, which the patri- 
ot;c firm oppoſers to their meaſures from 
„„ — m6 
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the firſt had urged, and uniformly diftated. 


On this gronnd therefore, you might have 
ſeized for your friends, the whole merit, 


which the propofitions could be ſuppoſed 


to have—not letting eſcape remark, the ig- 


nomi ny attendant upon the bw timing of 


them, and their unworthineſs and the fu- 


tility it would be to allow theſe nen, to 
hand them---whoſe iſincerity, whoſe dupli- 
city appear moſt ſtrong at the very mo- 
ment of---1n the declaration even which ac- 
companies the preſenting of them. For the 
miniſter now affirms it to have been ever his © 


opinion and ſentiments, 70 offer theſe con- 


ceſſions in the moment and height of victory. 


Does this accord with=can it be reconciled 
to the language of America at the mnifter's 


feet—to the idea of unconditional ſubmiſſion ?. 
Your eloquence would therefore have been 
well employed in ſtimulating your friends 
to a manly, noble perſeverance at the pre- 
ſent juncture; which offered them a cer- 
tainty of now crowning with ſucceſs all 
their paſt and glorious efforts to ſave de- 
ſtruction from their country. You ſhould 


have called forth, ſhould have rouſed that 


animated oppoſition which would have refuſed 
all further truſt in men, who, not content= 
ed with being authors of ther country's 
ruin, were now deviſing meaſures---which, 
previous to its diſſolution, they hoped 


would cover it with every inſult in its fall. 
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wills to 
clear ayowal as it were, of the miniſter's, 


[ 23 ] 
Juſt at the cloſe you might have addreſſed 


the Houſe collective), animadverting upon 
that part of the miniſter's ſpeech, whereas 
in the courſe of your's you pointed out—he 


ſhewed a want of civil manners, in tel- 
ling the Houſe, he never did decerve them, 


they had deceived themſelves. Here you 
might have made the old walls ring with 


every alarm from the opprobious manner in 
which the miniſter of the country held up 
to the kingdom at large, in exculpation of 


himſelf, - the conduct of its p——l——t—' 
who he had nom directly pointed out as the au- 
thors of this mioſt Horrid war, and all its de- 


tructive train of miſchiefs--and here touch- 


ing upon the ſuſpicions already crept 


abroad of their infidelity to their truſt---of 
its having been long too much believed, 


that their private views were held in prefer- 


ence ever fook place of thoſe of public na- 


ture and concern—and to have in a manner 


this ſancti ſied, confirmed by public declara- 


tion from the miniſter, which when it got 

forth, might be thus intepreted; — I deceive 

you not, Fog deceive yourſelves, and ſuffer your 
e determined by other motives, — This 


Who was now grown ſo open in his guilt 


that he diſdained to maſk 1t,—threw away 
diſguiſe and would not longer ſein and film 


the ulcerous part, but ſhewed corruption min- 
ing all within, which uſed to infect unſeen— 
ig ” this 
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this confeſſion of the means by which he 
had kept up his majorities, and obtained his 
conſtant ſupport, —when ſpread amongſt the 
people, and iſſuing from the mouth of mi- 


not apprehend from it! — M bat fear could be 


unreaſonable - you might have finiſhed 
nobly, by an addreſs to paſſions, to feelings 
which when rouſed, bear down before them 


all thoſe narrow ſordid conſiderations ; that 


in the i of lite too often influence the 


human heart. 


I will now, Sir, ſubmit it to yourſelf— 
if this ground was not the moſt obvious, 
and whether it does not promiſe to have 

produced better effects than that you choſe 


 —worſe it is not poſſible it could; for your 


mode of proceeding has not only given ſta- 
bility—as far as it is practicable to give it in 
this country o the preſent adminiſtration ; 


but from all reaſoning whatever, and of 


which none of you ſeem to have been aware, 


it carries with it his further conſequence, —— 


the meaſures to be tranſmitted by the re/- 
pectable Commiſſioners appointed, the con- 
duct now entered into with regard to Ame- 


rica—1s the unanimous proceeding and ſen- 
timents of every part of the legiſlature. If 


therefore America accedes not to it——but 
rejects, contemns, and diſclaims henceforth 
connection with Uus,--=--y0u,----oppofition is 


I bound 


niſtry itſelf—what was there they might 
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ST 
bound now by every principle which ſhould 
direct to action, to ' ſupport their can acts, 
to join with ministry and take a deciſive 
part againſt thoſe people. The excuſe 
| thrown out to juſtify your acquieſcing with 
the miniſter upon his propoſitions for 
peace is too futile, too unworthy to have a 
reply given it. That they were nearly thoſe 
which oppoſition threw out, and urged to 


have propoſed above two years ago.” Let 


the reſpectable Commiſſioners themſelves 


purſue this argument; this mode of rea- 


ſoning with America when they find her 


reluctant to comply with the matter of 
their commiſſion ;—* That the terms now 


offered are infinitely beyond what they aſk- 
ed, what they could have hoped for — could 
have aimed at, even after the evacucation of 


Boſton.” — Do you think the people onder 


will follow oppoſition in this country, and 
yielding to ſuch force of reaſoning, ac- 
quieſce, accede upon the pretended ground 


of conſiſtency ? ———- Does the progreſs of 


events, and the change of circumſtances 
make noalteration? Norcarry with themany 
reaſonable neceſſary weight? But it is giving 
it a degree of importance it no way merits— 
to remark at all upon it. You may poſſibly 
be ready to ſay here, that almoſt every 


thing that could be advanced upon the ſub- 


ject has been urged by yourſelf and different 
oppoſition- members 27 the courſe of the ſeve- 
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| | 1 
ral debates. To this I anſwer, fo the f un 
ſends forth his rays diffuſively, over the 
whole iſle, and by his light he manifeſts 


our way but if we need his power of heat, 
we mult collect his beams; which drawn 


with {kill to proper focus, will not only 


give us all the warmth we want, but produce 


us fre itſelf and had you that day, but ma- 


naged with due oratorical ſkill, the minds 


of men looſened from thoſe ideas that long 
had ſwayed and held them faſt—their paſ- 


ſions agitated, and their fears excited ; for 
the Houſe of == are to be governed 
and led aſter the ſame manner as every 
other aſſembly or multitude, whoſe reſolu- 
tions generally depend upon a moment.— 
Had you really been the orator you might 
have drawn their various diſcontents and 
apprehenſions to the point you wiſhed— 


have lit a lame which nothing but executed 
Juſtice on miniſtry itſelf, would have had 
power to quench. Permit me, Sir, to aſk 


you if you think, ſuch an adminiſtration 
could have proved fo frong, but from meet- 
ing with ſuch an oppoſition ? or that any 
other oppoſition but the preſent, could have 
been found too week, coping with ſuch an 
adminiſtation! With fuch an oppoſttion— 


had nature given him ſufficient length of 


days for it, and the crown continued its 
favour, Walfole might have been at his pe- 


riod the miniſter of the country. With 
fuch | 


Na I. 
fach an oppoſition as that compoſed of Sir 
. Windham, Meſſ. Pulteney, Sheppen, &c. 
&c. in your conſcience do you think, Lord 
North could have governed it a year? 


Abilities; Sir; undoubtedly you poſſeſs— 


but J cannot ſay that you have convinced 


me you have them to that. degree, or to that 
general extent, Which your friends would 
ſeem to give you credit for. Appearing ear- 
lier than moſt characters, and the educa- 
tion you had received having been directed 


principally to the line of parliament, and 


under the immediate controul of one who 
felt not only a warm intereſt in directing 


it, but who was fully competent to the 


taſk of giving it, being himſelf both an 
able politician, and a ſucceſsful ſpeaker in 
parliament men were well and favourably 
diſpoſed to receive you upon the mere credit 
of your maſter, and you came forth with 
uncommon expectations and eclat—with 
every advantage too, for many of the old 
reſpectable ſpeakers were gone off the re- 


mainder few retiring faſt and the diſſipa- 


ted manners and idle turn of the times fur- 
niſhed no ſupply to theſe ;—and thus ſtand- 
ing in a manner alone and fingle—you ap- 


peared with unuſual luſtre—was regarded 


. | O 


as a prodigy of parts. Your ſtyle of ſpeaking 


marked evidently the ſchool in which vou 


ſtudied and proved the wonderous pains 
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and care with which you had been taught. 


But circumſtances, partly of your own pro- 
ducing, partly in the courſe of nature, ſoon 


left you to yourſelf; and I do not think 
you are improved from being ſo. I do not 


mean that practice and further experience 


may not have rendered you more ready, 


more perfect in the ſame ſtyle of ſpeaking— 


aſſuredly they would, certainly have done 
ſo. But I mean, that it is a partral-ſtyle of 


ſpeaking—it wants enlargement—and with- 


out which, you cannot be rated either as an 
able or a good political ſpeaker. I have öf- 


ten compared you in ſpeaking, to Mr. 


Wilkes in a#ing—who, if you examine his 


public line throughout, has never done any 
thing from him{elf'; but in every inſtance has 


derived all his con :{equence, throve entirely 
by a happy power which he poſſeſſes of 


catching at the weak, erroneous parts of con- 


duct in thoſe with whom he is in conteſt— 


and by a maſterly expoſure and turn of 
theſe—not by any ſelf-ſuperiority or excel- 


lence—has conſtantly worked out his own | 


private advantage, has eſtabliſhed his politi- 
cal importance. In like manner ſpeaking in 
-t, — your power and weight of parts 


confiſt not in the maſs of information and 
force of argument thrown by you upon the 
queſtion, or into the debate—but in an art 
you have of twiſting to your purpoſe, and 
ſhewing the weak ſide of argument in on 

who 


„ 
Whohave ſpoken before you, giving no prof 
on your own part either of uncommon 
reach of thought, or ſuperior intelligence 
of mind. In a word, you ſeem generally to 
have gathered your knowledge of the ſub- 
ject in diſcuſſion, from thoſe who have pre- 
viouſly delivered their ſentiments, and al- 
moſt always appear to ſpeak pon the de- 


bate rather than 70 it. 


With ſuch a Houſe of Commons as the 
preſent, this may ſucceed—was it compoſ— 
ed of ſuch characters, as this country in 
former days ſaw fitting there you could 
not fail of very ſoon feeling the 7nſufficiency 
of this. What I have juſt remarked, is pe- 
culiarly obſervable in'that reply you made 
to the miniſter, which has given riſe to this 
Letter I have the honour to addreſs to you. 
And unleſs you correct it—unleſs you prac- 
tice give your abilities a wider range 
which can only be done by the directions 
laid down in the motto I have taken from 
Lord Bolingbroke—you ſhortly will be out. 
ſtript and quite loſt in the political race :— 
for there is a character that ſtarted it is true, 
at great diſtance from you, but is now _ 
coming faſt up, gains conſiderably upon 
you. He has to force him forward all thoſe 
advantages which you have played away— 
and befides ample poſſeſſions and good name, 
has to proof, excellent judgment—and 


though 
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though perhaps not the greateſt brillianey; 
yet a ſolidity of parts, which while they re= 
flect luſtre upon himſelf, give his country 
every promiſing hope.—As your glare of 


flaſhy ones wears off—he with that conſci- 


ous dignity true merit gives, will riſe rapid 


in opinion—will gain the nation's confi- 
dence, and win himſelf the general eſteem: 
You muſt have anticipated me here, and 


already have repeated Mr. Grenv:/le's name: 


I ſhall now take my leave of you, Sir; 


but e er I do it, I ſhall beg to put before you 


2a remark drawn from the noble author I 


have juſt mentioned. The ſubje& naturally 
ſuggeſte 


d it, the application is but tod 
obvious. I 


In ſuch exigencies, there is little di 


ference, as to the merit or the effect, be- 
tween oppoſing faintly and unſteadily, and 


not oppoling at all- nay, the former may 

be of worſe conſequence in certain circum= 
ſtances than the latter—and this is a truth; 
I wiſh with all my heart, we may not 
ſhortly ſee verified in this country, 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient 
Humble ſervant: 


Tr. s can be little neceſſary to obſerve, that | 
the political ſentiments thrown out in 
theſe liegts, are not to be conſidered as ab- 
ſelutely thoſe of the writer. His point being 
'expreſsly to adopt thoſe of oppofitron—and to 
ſhew that Mr. F—x on that ground did not 
ſufficiently avail himſelf as an orator, of the 
great force and weight of them,—failing, 
either through a want of political quickneſs, 
or deficiency of real oratorical ability. No, 
if the writer had expreſſed his own ideas, 
they would not perhaps have been found to 
accord quite with either party ; but to have 
run in a middle line been the two. Hewould 
have wiſhed we had not proved ourſelves 
more determinate o do, than ſkilful how to 
do—having ſuch courage as rather grew of 
deſpiſing our enemies whom we knew not, 
than of any confidence for any thing which 
in ourſelves we knew—he could have wiſhed 
that we had weighed more the profit of the 
good ſucceſs, with the harm of the evil ſuc- 
ceſs that there had been more real firm- 
neſs, with a leſs ſhew of obſtinacy ; more 
wiſe moderation with leſs appearance of 
pufillanimity, and a more connected ſyſtem 
 through- 
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1 
throughout, as to meaſures, with—he had 
almoſt ſaid—leſs ungentlemanlike perſonal 
attack. 


With reſpect to "OP origin of the unfor- 
tunate American diſpute—inſtead of per- 
plexing mens ideas by tedious, idle and 
confuſed debate about external and internal 
taxation,—creating againſt it znjuſt preju- 
dices by miſleading terms and applications, 
which have been productive of infinite miſ- 
chief, for it has ted many 2//ely to try our 
public diſpute by the feelings of private life 
when it would be ignorance to the laſt de- 
gree to ſuppoſe the relations of mother and 
child, and ſimilar attachments reſulting 
from ſuch particular connection, could have 
place in political conduct and ſituation; — 
blindly reaſoning upon this abſurd likening 
of the diſpute, has not only prevented fair 
examination of its true ground and princi- 
les; but has ſtirred up paſſions which has 
in the conduct of it put aſide all judgment, 
diſcretion, and true wiſe policy. Would to 
Heaven it had been regarded ſimply in that 
light, in which Cicero viewed the melan- 
choly diſturbances of his time and had 
been reaſoned upon to conduct after his man- 
ner. I am ſorry, heartily ſorry, upon my 
friend C— s Turn-r's account, that this 
great Roman wrote his ideas upon this o- 
caſion, in his own language, —however, as I 
would 


3 


1 

not willingly make one honeſt man my 
foe ;”—they ſhall appear here though per- 
haps to leſs advantage—in that of ours. 
In a letter to Aulus Cœcina- telling him, 
the neglect of his Cicero's - advice occa- 


ſioned the civil war, — He ſays,—“ I ſtill 
ſtrove to extinguiſh it by every method of 
remonſtrance in my power, and by warmly 
repreſenting that in diſputes of 7h:s nature, 


though ever ſo juſtly founded, even the moſt 
diſadvantageous terms of accommodation 


were preferable to having recourſe to arms. 


Do not the times give this good proof ? 


Two points in which adminiſtration 
ſeem more particularly to have been inatten- 


tive, or failed, are theſe— i, in not pro- 
fiting, not only from the general hiftory of 


_ mankind, but from a very recent ſimilar in- 
ſtance, though not quite ſo extenſive in its 
_ conſequences, that had happened here at 


 home—among ourſelves—I mean the caſe 


of Mr. Wilkes — Who, in point of private 
reſpe&t and charater—at the commence- 
ment of government's attack upon him,— 
certainly ſtood not in the moſt eſteemable 


light—aſſuredly by no means in that ap- 


3 one, which could have promiſed 


im much perſonal popular ſupport, againſt 
the miniſter, and the magiſtracy of his 
country. Vet, when the proceedings of 


government towards him were cloſely look- 
1 F 


EN 
ed into and made known, this very circum- 
ſtance of character which in fair legal pur- 
ſuit againſt him, would inevitably 55 
ſunk him as an individual, became here a 
real ground of ſupport to the man from 
the juſt alarm it gave to the e at 

large, who immediately catched the ſuſpi 

cion of their own liberties, being under 15 

concealment, deſigned to be attacked and 
were of courſe in greater danger of being 
 facrificed—of more egſtly. falling. from the 
nature of that very character, through which 
they were thus covertly aimed at. T he 
whole kingdom therefore in a manner took 
fire at once,—all joined in an unanimous 
protection of him, under the idea of de- 
fending, in his perſon, t their own liberties, 


and the infringed principles of the conſti- 


tution, The more government perſiſted in 
their attacks and perſecutions of him—the 
more united, the more violent, the more 
inflamed the nation became, till at laſt, af- 
ter a long and unſucceſsful ſtruggle—in 
which government reaped nothing but 
ſhame, odium, and a ſeries of diſappoint- 
ment in effects; the conteſt was abandon- 
ed, and an 7nfignificant individual not only 
put at defiance, but triumphed over the 


—— 


whole united efforts of the great directing 
rulers of the empire, Tn like manner, the 
people of New England—the province in 
which miniſters firit attempted to fab 
their 


L381 
their ideas of taxation, by acts of puniſh- 
ment and force—were the obnoxious people 

in America, — and that to ſo great a degree, 
a New England man was proverbial over 
the whole continent for a perfidious unre- 
putable character. Yet, the moment Ame- 
rica apprehended that miniſters here, in 

the perſons of thoſe people, ſtruck mortally at 
the liberties of the whole continent ;—alarm 
flew inſtantly through every province 
private diſlikes and hate diſappeared---were 
in a moment loſt in the general zeal and 
ardour for the public good; all armed, all 
fought for the invaded rights of Bofton— 
each feeling it a virtuous contention for 
bis wn, The more obſtinate miniſters grew 
the more firmly united America became— 
and when at length they ſent forth war, 
and ſcattered all its terrors over the coun- 
try, they did but ſtir enthuſiaſtic feels 
' againſt themſelves, and which once really 
rouſed, render thoſe who act from them, 
madly raſh and deſperate, and that cloſe bor- 
ders on invincible.— At length, after a long 
unproſperous war, in which dire diſgrace, 
and perpetual diſappointment, have marked 
its operations—they are driven to ſue for 
peace, and would it were not ſo loaded with 
inſult, hate, and ignominy.— Can wo caſes 
be more exact and ſimilan? N 
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The other particular in which Adminiſ- 
tration appears to have been failing is, in a 
want of juſt knowledge of human-nature. As 
the ſame cauſes undoubtedly produce the 
ſame effects; ſo invariably will the ame 


paſſions ever produce the ſame actions. How 
far certain circumſtances and proceedings 
will excite paſſions, may be in a degree ſpe- 


culative, and occaſion different opinions; 


but when thoſe circumſtances and proceed- 


ings have really agitated thoſe paſſions, it 
muſt be the groſſeſt ignorance of human 
nature not to foreſee to certainty, the actions 


that aſſurediy will ariſe. In the firft inſtance, 


partial or wicked information may miſlead 
to conduct—in the Ja, nothing but an 
abſolute want of knowledge of human nature, 


or a mad fu} obſtinacy reſulting from the 
worſt intentions and hopes, can poſſibly 


_ darken the mind, and direct to wrong 
judgment and procedure. Apply this to 
our unhappy diſpute with America—allow 


in the firſt inſtance Adminiſtration ſpecu- 


lated wrong, and hat it was upon mifleading 


information we admit the excuſe alſo, and 


throw the ignominy of this part of the 


proceeding upon the tribe of governors, 
&c. who ought to have been men of judge- 
ment and experience ;-- but we come now to 


the inſtance in which the conduct muſt be 


the Miniſter's own—when the paſſions pro- 


voked—manifeſt themſelves in actions. If 


1 1 


E 

in the former part of the conteſt it will not 
be confeſſed, that theſe paſſions fo clearly 
expreſſed themſelves as intirely pervading 
the country—it ſurely cannot be deni- 
ed, that every part of the condutt—— 
all the actions of America, during the whole 
of the winter, that followed the engagement on 
the White Plains, evinced beyond all doubt or 
contradiction, its being under the abſolute un- 
conguerable enthuſiaſm of them. — Enduring 
with patience, with alacrity, every ſeverity 
of climate and fatigue—voluntarily encoun- 
tering all thoſe dire calamities, which war, 
murder, rapine, devaſtation, and famine 
could poſſibly heap upon humanity yet 
miniſtry ſaw not, or would not appear to 
ſee—ſeemed hft to every belief or convic- 
tion. At length, however, their eyes have 
been ſomewhat opened to this point but, I 
wiſh I may fear wrong, when I expreſs my 
apprehenſion, that they are „ill ſhut to 
another—and that we ſhall have a farther 
proof of this want of knowledge of human- 
nature. | „ „ 


The i paſſions ſtirred up againſt us 
have been to a degree gratifed—and by ſuc- 
ceſsful actions every indulgence of them 
fecured—may not others-now riſe, and take 
the lead ?—and as mens views open with 
their ſituation, have we nothing to appre- 
hend from a combat with thoſe governing 
f paſſions 
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paſſions of the human heart ambition, 


avVarice, defire of advancement, emolument and 
conſequence ? Have none of the proceedings 


yonder, already ſpoken with alarm to this? 
'—and is it not the neceſſary regular courſe 
and progreſſion of human conduct and 
00. OY OTE: - HEL 


In fine, the writer wiſhes what was jo- 


coſely ſaid of a late blundering, hubble 
bubble, hurrying miniſter of this country 


—that he always ſeemed to have loſt an 


hour at the beginning of the day, and was 
employing the remainder in the vain hope 


and endeavour to overtake, and retrieve 
it——might not with a melancholy ſeriouſ- 
neſs be applied to the preſent adminiſtra- 


tion---who loſing the immediate advantage 
of every given opportunity, and each as 


they ſeverally occurred---and when too 


late they diſcovered and diſcerned thig--- 
have ſpent year after year in fruitleſs cam- 


paigns, and are now occupied in frivolous 


attempts to recover them.—Oh ! how de- 
voutly is it to be wiſhed, that even no farther 


back than the ſending the Joſt reinforce- 


ments acroſs the Atlantic, this unhappy 


country could have produced ſome Faithful 


_ counſellor, who would boldly have ſtood 


forth the joint friend both of prince and 
people, and have addreſſed the ſovereign of 


theſe realms after the manner in which ſome 


old 
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old author I have met with, makes a truſty 
minſter ſpeak to a prince whoſe circum= +» 
ſtances he deſcribes as apt and ſimilar to 0 


thoſe we then were under. 


« Imagine, Sir, what could your enemies 
more wiſh unto you, than to ſee your own eſ- 


tate with your own hands undermined ? O 
what would your forefathers ſay if they 

lived at this time, and ſaw their offspring 
defacing ſuch an excellent principality, 


which they with ſo much labour and blagd 
ſo nicely have eſtabliſhed.---From your 


enemies you have great aſſurances you ſay 
---but indeed a prince of judgment ought 


not to conſider what his enemies promiſe or 
threaten, but what the promiſer and threa- 


tener in reaſon will do; and the neareſt 
- conjecture thereunto, is what is beft for 


their own behoof to do.---and for a wiſe man 


to take in hand that which his enemy may 
with a word overthrow, hath in my con- 
ceit great incongruity, and as great, not 
to forethink what his enemy in reaſon will 


do.---No man knows what deſperate folks 
will do it is true, and as true that no rea- 


ſon nor policy can prevent what deſperate 
folks will do: and therefore they are 


among thoſe dangers, which wiſdom is not 
to reckon. Their deſpair you ſhall do well 


to prevent; which as it is the laſt of all 
reſolutions, ſo no man falls into it, while 
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